Appeal to the
Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media, Claudia Roth, and the
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, Annalena Baerbock

Advisory board for the new restitution fund at the German Lost Art Foundation

Dear Madam Minister of State for Culture,
Dear Madam Foreign Minister,

At its meeting on 16 November 2023, the Budget Committee of the German Bundestag decided to
create a restitution fund for the repatriation of ancestral remains at the German Lost Art Foundation.
A total of 2.4 million euros has been earmarked for the coming four years.

The undersigned, all variously engaged in academic work on this topic, expressly welcome this
decision and look forward to its swift implementation. For many communities in former German
colonies and other countries, the repatriation of their ancestors is a top priority. These were often
brought to Germany for pseudo-scientific research in a context of racist injustice and colonial
violence.

The connection with the ancestors is often a central element of the cosmologies of the peoples
abused and robbed by the German colonial regime or academic entrepreneurs. The impossibility of
burial rituals due to physical absence is often seen as a perpetual cause of misfortune and misery.

In March 2019, the federal government, federal states and municipal umbrella organisations adopted
"Framework Principles" on collections from colonial contexts. It states unequivocally: "Human remains
from colonial contexts must be repatriated." Almost five years have passed since then, but the number of
cases of repatriation to former colonial territories is absolutely minimal.

The fund to be set up now offers the opportunity to significantly increase the scope and speed of the
repatriation processes. It is therefore all the more important that the fund does not focus its decisions
exclusively on state authorities in the societies of origin. We therefore propose the creation of an
advisory board consisting of German and international representatives of affected communities,
academia and other civil society organisations

Preparations for the advisory board should begin immediately so that it can already accompany the set-
up phase for the fund. It is essential that sufficient financial resources are allocated to the work of the
board so that international members in particular can participate fully in physical and digital
consultations.

We recognize that there is already an advisory board at DZK tasked with evaluating applications for
provenance research on colonial contexts. We are, however, firmly of the opinion that the new
restitution fund should be supported by a separate advisory board exclusively focused on repatriation of
ancestral remains. Preferably with a majority of members from the countries of origin and affected
communities.

Dear Madam Minister of State for Culture, dear Madam Foreign Minister:

We hope that these suggestions will be of interest to you in the establishment of the restitution fund,
which is of enormous importance for the reappraisal of German colonial history. Thank you for your
attention and please do not hesitate to contact us for further information.

Contact address: Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler, director, Arnold Bergstraesser Institute, Freiburg,
andreas.mehler(@abi.uni-freiburg.de, Tel. 0761/8887813
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First sgnatories (alphabetical order)

Paawana Abalo, Decolonize Berlin, Germany

Sela Adjei, University of Media, Arts and Communication, Institute of Film and Television,
Accra, Ghana

Martha Akawa-Shikufa, University of Namibia

Balz Alter, University of Freiburg, Germany

Vicky Amankwaa-Birago, Hochschule fir Technik und Wirtschaft Berlin, Germany

Wazi Apoh, University of Ghana

Kokou Azamede, Université de Lomé, Togo

Memory Biwa, University of Namibia

Adam A. Blackler, University of Wyoming, USA

. Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany
. Tahir Della, Decolonize Berlin, Germany

. Hansjorg Dilger, Free University Berlin, Germany

. Gregor Dobler, University of Freiburg, Germany

. Mansah Aba Gertrude Eyifa, University of Ghana

. Akinola Famson, Afrika-Rat Berlin Brandenburg e.V., Germany

. Thomas Fues, Berlin, Germany

. Kodzo Gavua, University of Ghana

. Nadja Germann, University of Freiburg, Germany

. Bernhard GiRibl, Leibniz-Institut flir Europdische Geschichte, Mainz, Germany
. Albert Gouaffo, Université de Dschang, Cameroon

. Goodman Gwasira, University of Namibia

. Hanspeter Hahn, Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany

. Dag Henrichsen, Centre for African Studies, University of Basel, Switzerland
. Werner Hillebrecht, Namibia History - Heritage — Documentation, Namibia
. Matthew Kirkpatrick, Flinders University, Adelaide, Australia

. Reinhart KoRler, Berlin, Germany

. Sarala Krishnamurthy, Namibia University of Science and Technology, Namibia
. Konradin Kunze, Flinn Works, Berlin, Germany

. Michael Kiippers-Adebisi, Decolonize Berlin, Germany

. Yann Le Gall, Technical University Berlin, Germany

. Pearl Lamptey, Université de Paris-Saclay, France

. Richard Legay, Arnold Bergstraesser Institute, Freiburg, Germany

. Sima Luipert, Nama Traditional Leaders' Association, Namibia

. Elisio Macamo, University of Basel, Switzerland

. Flower Manase, National Museum of Tanzania

. Minyaka Sururu Mboro, Berlin Postkolonial e.V., Germany

. Andreas Mehler, Arnold Bergstraesser Institute, Freiburg, Germany

. Henning Melber, University of Pretoria, South Africa

. Anael Moshi Meli, direct descendant of Mangi Meli of Old Moshi, Tanzania
. Stefanie Michels, Heinriche Heine University Diisseldorf, Germany

. Joseph Mselle, Secretary of the Chief Union Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

. Gabby Mzei Orio, Old Moshi Cultural Tourism Enterprise, Tanzania

. Ciraj Rassool, University of the Western Cape, South Africa

. Isabell Reimann, Humboldt University Berlin, Germany

. Nancy Rushohora, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

. Oussonou Abdel-Aziz Sandja, Togo
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Valence Silayo, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Rudo Sithole, AFRIMUHERE Executive Director, Zimbabwe

Holger Stoecker, University of Gottingen, Germany

Heiko Wegmann, Bildungsprojekt Freiburg Postkolonial im 1Z3W, Freiburg, Germany
Sylvia Werther, Decolonize Berlin, Germany

Max Williams, Decolonize Berlin, Germany

Dotsé Yigbe, Université de Lomé, Togo



